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ATHENS – Final Report
Month/Year: November/2025
Code and name of the course: UPM156 – LASER BASED ADDITIVE MANUFACTURING OF METALLIC COMPONENTS
Host University: Universidad Politécnica de Madrid
Course Language: English
Dates: 15.-22.11.2025
Student: Aneta Nováková
e-mail: novakocz@vscht.cz
Transport:
Means of transport (+ price): Airplane Ryanair (PRG–MDR) – 6332 Kč
Local transport: The most cost-effective is to buy a personal card (Tarjeta Transporte Público Personal) for 2.5€ and then buy 30-day student ticket (under 26) for 10€ (unlimited, all types of local transport), but you need to make the appointment in transport office in advance. I recommend this option, you will use public transport a lot, because Madrid is very large and the meeting points for activities during the week are on different sides of the city. There is a very good metro network, also buses and trains.
Accommodation: Airbnb shared flat with locals – 5 900 Kč for 8 nights
Food: Breakfast from supermarket or in the school cafeteria (coffee + pastry = 2.5€), we had lunches for free at the university (but this depends on the course, some people had to buy it for about 6-10€), dinners usually out after the evening programme (I recommend Tiki Tacos), trying of local meals or something cheaper from the supermarket (Día, Lidl). Prices are similar to Prague.
Sholarship – the amount you have received: 9700 Kč
Please state in percentage: The scholarship covered      59      % of my expenses.
Course schedule (how it was organised): 
Mo – Fr – school from 9:00 to 14:00 (3 short breaks), a lunch in the school cafeteria after

Mo – lectures about AM technologies, faculty tour

Tu – lectures about physics and physical metalurgy

We – lectures about simulation of AM processes, 12:00-14:00 material lab visit

Th – lectures about design aspects, exhibition of computing programs (CAD, simulations)

Fr – finishing lecture, final test, 12:00-14:00 lab visit – welding, lab of physical metalurgy
Apart from lectures, we also had to write a monographic work (10 A4) about AM technologies in our field of study – it took quite long, so start early.

Final test was 10 abcd questions about general AM aspects.
Spare time:
We had a lot of obligatory additional programme organized by BEST students. Usually well prepared and fun, I appreciate it especially as I came alone, so it was a great opportunity to get to know other people.
Sa – 11:30-17:00 – course opening, introduction, games

Su – 11:00-14:00 – Rastro flea market (optional), 15:00-17:30 – city tour

Mo – 17:30-19:00 – Sunset at Debod and churros

Tu – nothing (I wrote most of the monographic work)

We – 19:00-21:00 – Night walk

Th – 17:00-20:00 – Prado museum (optional, but I really recommend to go)

Fr – 21:00-morning – farewell party in a local club

I spent most of my time after school outside, walking in the streets of Madrid, we also visited Prado museum again, because it was very huge (and free for students), I also recommend Naval museum. In the evenings, we usually went to pub or bar with other students or the Spanish organizers.

Overall Evaluation:
I would 100% recommend Madrid for ATHENS. The city has the amazing vibe and the people are very nice (although I can´t speak spanish and they usually don´t speak english very well). My course was pretty intense but very interesting and well organized, the professors were helpful and passionate about the topic. The afternoon and evening program was sometimes a little chaotic (mostly setting the time and place of meeting points), but the organizers were super sweet and very open to share the love for Madrid with everyone.
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