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ATHENS – Final Report
Month/Year: 11/2025
Code and name of the course: UPM184: Innovative strategies in the mobility sector for the sustainable promotion of public transportation
Host University: Universidad Politecnica de Madrid
Course Language: English/Spanish
Dates: 15.-21.11.2025
Student: Berenika Vojtěchová
e-mail: vojtechb@vscht.cz
Transport:
Means of transport: by plane (4600czk) Prg-Mad round trip
Local transport: public transport (monthly card student for 14eur – absolute game changer!)
Accommodation:

Madrid has really expensive accommodation nowadays, so I stayed in a student dormitory for girls, which I booked via Airbnb, for 6 nights (10600czk) and in a hostel, booked via Booking.com, for 3 nights (1900czk).
Food:

Hosting university did not provide any food options within canteen etc. for ATHENS students – except farewell snacking during the last day (applicable specifically for course 184). It was up to everyone to manage themselves (if you are not a meat-eater, you are gonna struggle a bit in Spain:)

Scholarship – the amount you have received: 9700 czk
Please state in percentage: The scholarship covered 55 % of my expenses.
Course schedule (how it was organised):

Sat – welcoming event and registration, activities by local student group
Sun – activities by local student group
Mon – conference held in Spanish, presentations in Spanish, no space for networking or contact with the professors (the first day was a major disappointment, tbh)
Tue, Wed, Thu – site visits and excursions (in English) to railway headquarters and airport
Fri – student presentations, exam, feedback, lecture on the last topic, farewell lunch
Spare time:
The key is to get your public transport card by the time you arrive (at terminal 2), it´s gonna pay off immediately. Just roaming around the city centre feels nice, some museums are free for students and when the weather is pleasant, there are plenty of parks to explore. If you have a day to spare, go visit Toledo! 
Overall Evaluation:
I would definitely recommend participation in ATHENS programme and Madrid might be a good choice although I probably would not advise you to choose specifically course UPM184 if you are not familiar with Spanish.
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