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ATHENS – Final Report
Month/Year: November 2025
Code and name of the course: CPT2 RecycleMyPhone 
Host University: Chimie ParisTech - PSL
Course Language: English
Dates: 15.11.2025 – 22.11.2025
Student: Olena Strakh
e-mail: strakho@vscht.com
Transport:
Means of transport (+ price): plane from Prague to Paris (CDG) – 1579 CZK, plane from Paris(CDG) to Prague – 1870 CZK
Local transport: train from CDG airport to Paris city center – 13 EUR, Navigo Weekly Pass – 31,5 EUR (valid from Monday to Sunday, includes train from centre to CDG airport), single ticket – 2,5  EUR, so around 15 euro for 2 Saturday and Sunday when Navigo Weekly Pass wasn’t valid. 

Accommodation: 
I lived in Studio Sejours Affaires Paris Vincennes (booked via Airbnb) with another girl from UCT. The price was 11500 CZK for two people for 8 nights. 
I highly recommend this place – there was a kitchen with all cutlery and crockery, a fridge, microwave, stove, a bathroom with hairdryer, shampoo, towels, and a bedroom with a double bad, a closet, a table and chairs. Also, the soundproofing in the room was great. 
The district is safe and calm. On our first day, we walked around at 21:00 and saw many families with children, which I think is a good indicator of safety. 
There is an RER B station 6 minutes from the apartment, from which you can get to the centre (15 minutes) or to the university (around 35 minutes with a transfer to RER A). But be careful — public transport often had delays. For example, one day I was one hour (!!!) late to class because of railway issues.
Food: 
Since we had a kitchen in the apartment, we usually cooked there. This worked well for breakfast and dinner, but during lunchtime I was at the university, so I usually looked for bakeries nearby. I also noticed that prices are higher compared to Prague, and finding affordable places can be a bit challenging.
Sholarship – the amount you have received: 8900 Czk
Please state in percentage: The scholarship covered     97       % of my expenses.
The scholarship covered my transport and accommodation, I didn’t include food and local transport. 
Course schedule (how it was organised):
I had classes from Monday to Thursday, from 9:00 to 16:30 (with a break from 12:00 to 13:30). On Friday we had project presentations, which ended at 12:00.
The course was interesting and useful. Since I have a strong background in general and physical chemistry from UCT, it was great to expand my knowledge further. The course focused on electronic-waste recycling technologies, including methods of extraction and separation of different elements for their further recycling. 
Spare time: 

As part of EDA, we had the opportunity to participate in many activities — coordinators sent us a weekly schedule, and we were required to join at least three of them. For example:

Boat Tour on the Seine (highly recommended, but be aware — it’s very cold and windy), Sausage Walk (an amazing experience, walking with hundreds of sausages along the Seine), One-Man Show How to Become Parisian, guided visits of Montmartre, Quartier Latin and Marais, Movie Screening (Insaisissables 3), Visit to Collège de France, and more.

The cost of each activity ranged from 7 EUR (movie) to 20 EUR (boat tour). However, the number of spots was much smaller than the number of students, so you need to be fast — after just one day, almost all spots were gone.

I appreciated the variety of activities, but I really missed some interactions, games, or opportunities to get to know other students. Of course, it’s up to you to talk to others, but it would be easier with more group-oriented activities. Also, I never saw our coordinators at the activities (except for the welcome session), which was unexpected — sometimes we actually needed them.
Overall Evaluation: 

Amazing!!!!!!! Even if sometimes it was challenging and confusing, I truly enjoyed my stay I Paris and can only recommend it to other students.
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