[image: image1.png]VYSOKA SKOLA ]
CHEMICKO-TECHNOLOGICKA 'V PRAZE
Zahranic¢ni oddéleni





ATHENS – Final Report
Month/Year: November 2025
Code and name of the course: Digital Platform Strategy (MP35)
Host University: Mines Paris - PSL
Course Language: English
Dates: 14-21.11.2025
Student: Natálie Francová
e-mail: francovn@vscht.cz
Transport:
Means of transport (+ price):  Flight to Paris and back (cca 7000Kč)
Local transport: Metro, Bus, RER (cca 1000Kč)
Accommodation:
I stayed in Airbnb in shared house.

Food:

I mostly bought food in local bakeries, supermarkets and small cafés. Prices in Paris are generally higher, but it was manageable with simple meals and snacks.
Sholarship – the amount you have received:
8900Kč

Please state in percentage: The scholarship covered    30%        % of my expenses.
Course schedule (how it was organised):
The course combined morning lectures with afternoon teamwork.


•
Morning: Lectures on digital platforms such as Airbnb, Booking.com, and gaming platforms. Topics included platform strategy, network effects, and competitive dynamics. The professor spoke excellent English and was very supportive.


•
Afternoon: Group work on case studies related to lecture topics. I worked in a multicultural team (Turkey, Spain, Belgium), which was enriching and improved my teamwork and communication skills.


•
Each team presented its case study once during the week.

Spare time:
I participated in several EDA activities:


•
One-man show “How to Become a Real Parisian in One Hour” – entertaining but not ideal for meeting new people.


•
Climbing activity – very enjoyable, with great opportunities to meet participants from other ATHENS courses.


•
Visit to Collège de France – less interesting; it took place during lunch break, which made it inconvenient.

Overall, the schedule was quite intensive and left limited free time to explore Paris individually.
Overall Evaluation:
The ATHENS week in Paris was academically enriching and personally rewarding. The course was well organised, the professor was excellent, and the group work provided valuable international experience. Although the programme was intensive and some activities were less engaging, I gained new skills, met students from across Europe, and learned a lot about digital platform strategy.

Communication with the organisers was smooth, and all practical information was clear and timely.

I would definitely recommend the ATHENS programme to other students.
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