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ATHENS – Final Report
Month/Year: November 2025
Code and name of the course: Regional oceanography of the Planetary Ocean (MP07)
Host University: Mines Paris - PSL
Course Language: English
Dates: 14-22 november 2025
Student: Valeriia Karpenko
e-mail: karpenkv@vscht.cz
Transport: 
Means of transport (+ price): Airplane tickets were bought through kiwi and lastminute, from Prague to Paris it cost 1707 Kč, and from Paris to Prague – 2333 Kč.
15 € ticket (works for metro, train, RER, tram express, funiculaire, Orlyval) actual for 2 hours from the airport to the centre and to apartments.
Ticket Metro-Train-RER 2,50 € actual for 2 hours, works across Paris centre. During weekends I bought 4 tickets Metro-Train-RER what was worth 10 €.
For the week (only from Monday till Sunday) there is a weekly ticket for 31,60 € (works for every type of transport.  
Local transport: Mostly used are RER, metro, bus. 
Accommodation: Booked through Airbnb, room for two with own kitchen and bathroom, really nice place, 30min by RER from hosting university (Residhome, Sejours and Affaires). 8 nights cost 5716 Kč for one.
Food: We used kitchen in the apartment, so partially we bought food for cooking (around 65 €), partially ate outside ( around 63 €).
Sholarship – the amount you have received: 8900 Kč (357 €, according to my bank)
Please state in percentage: The scholarship covered     62       % of my expenses.
Course schedule (how it was organised): Lecture started at 9 am at 10.30 am it was a 15 min break, then lecture continued till 12 am. From 12 am to 1.15 pm it was a lunch break, and after lecture continued till 4.45 pm, with 15 min break at 2 pm.

Organisation regarding networking activities was not enough, unfortunately, more than a half of students were French and already knew each other. We didn’t have any dating activities. 

But our teacher, madame Fieux, was very nice and kind, she undoubtedly has a great knowledge of the ocean and has been happy to teach us everything. 
Spare time: Lectures finished a bit late, but we always tried to explore the city. Also I visited EDA activities: Seine evening cruise, movie screening and sausage walk, we visited Louvre, Eiffel tower and Monmartre.
Overall Evaluation: It was an unforgettable and valuable experience. The training was more intensive than I expected and, unfortunately, there were too few social activities, ATHENS organisers team is sometimes hard to communicate with, but overall I’m left with great memories. Thank you for this opportunity.
* I agree with publishing photos used in Poster enclosure at the UCT website or for school promoting purposes.

