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ATHENS – Final Report
Month/Year: November 2025
Code and name of the course: Digital Platform Strategy
Host University: Mines Paris - PSL
Course Language: english
Dates: 15.-21.11.2025
Student: Jan Žáček
e-mail: zacekjan01@gmail.com
Transport:
Means of transport (+ price): 
I travelled to Paris by plane. There are many convenient direct flights from Prague.
Price: 106 EUR

On the way back, I used a TGV train and a bus because I stopped in Karlsruhe to visit a friend after the course.

· TGV: 111 EUR
· Bus:  29 EUR
Total transport cost: 106 + 111 + 29 = 246 EUR
Local transport: 
I used the metro and trains daily. A single ticket costs around 2.50 EUR, but I bought a weekly Navigo pass (Monday–Friday), which covered all my trips.

Total local transport cost: 54.6 EUR
Accommodation:
I stayed in a UCPA sport hostel for my entire stay. I chose this hostel because it includes access to a free gym, which I used 4 times during the 6 nights. The location was good — about 25 minutes from the university. Breakfast was also included.

Total accommodation cost: 203 EUR
Food: 
I mostly ate simple meals such as baguettes, supermarket food, and low-cost options, although we also visited a French restaurant during the week. I tried to keep food expenses moderate.

Total food cost: 165 EUR
Sholarship – the amount you have received: 368 eur
Please state in percentage: The scholarship covered      55      % of my expenses.
Course schedule (how it was organised):

The course followed a clear daily structure. Mornings were dedicated to lectures combining theory, models, and empirical findings about digital platforms. Afternoons were used for group work on case studies, with two/three groups randomly selected each day to present. The organisation was smooth, and the instructor provided clear instructions and guidance throughout the week.
Spare time:
In the evenings and during breaks, I explored Paris with other international students. We visited various parts of the city, including the Latin Quarter, the Seine riverbank, and several famous landmarks. There was also time to enjoy French food, walk through local neighbourhoods, and meet students from all over Europe.
Overall Evaluation:
This was my second ATHENS session, and once again it was a very positive experience. Although my original course (Life Cycle of Energy Systems) was cancelled at the last moment, everything was solved quickly and professionally, and I ended up really enjoying the Digital Platform Strategy course. The instructor welcomed us warmly and integrated us smoothly with local students, creating a friendly and interactive atmosphere. I appreciated the mix of theory, real-world cases, and group work.

I highly recommend ATHENS to every student. Spending a week studying in another city, meeting people from across Europe, practising English, and discovering new academic topics is an amazing opportunity for learning, networking, and personal growth.
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