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ATHENS – Final Report
Month/Year: 3/2025
Code and name of the course: ITU09 Bridge
Host University: Istanbul Technical University (ITU)
Course Language: English
Dates: 15-22 March 2025
Student: Anna Šmídová
e-mail: smidovaf@vscht.cz
Transport:
Means of transport (+ price): 
Return flights Prague - Istanbul: 159 €, with a company Pegasus to SAW airport

Local transport:
To transfer around Istanbul, we needed to have an Istanbul card, which i already had from my previous trip to Istanbul, but it is easily obtainable at the Airport to buy. With the card you can pay for metro, buses and trams all around the city. One trip is usually 27 Turkish lira. During the week i refiled my card for 500 Turkish lira, as we needed to use metro to get to school and around. And for one obligatory trip with school, we had to pay 180 Turkish lira for a ferry. But this amount is included in the 500 Turkish lira. 
Accommodation:

We were sharing a hotel room in between three people booked through booking. For one person and 8 nights 108 €. We stayed close to Taksim square, as it was closed to metro station necessary for school, but also it had a lot of restaurants, pubs and bakeries around. 
Food:
As we had a hotel room, we were mostly eating outside. For breakfast we tried some local Turkish breakfast which costed around 250 Turkish lira per person, but mostly we were using two local bakeries in our street where we could get breakfast around 80 Turkish lira per person. For lunch we tried some local restaurants and cafeterias at school, here a meal with a drink costed mostly 280 Turkish lira. For dinner we tried some tradition meals in restaurants and small fast foods and the meal was usually between 180 to 300 Turkish lira. 
Scholarship – the amount you have received:

10600 kč
Please state in percentage: The scholarship covered       95     % of my expenses.
Course schedule (how it was organised):

The course started on Monday with a little introduction for us all about the University and how it works. Then was supposed to be an orienteering around school but it was a bit chaotic, and they at least showed us places to eat. After this in the afternoon our classes started. Here in Bridge as the topic is a card game and how it is played, the first class was mostly about basics and how it works. In the following lectures the lecturer got more into details and the game became a bit more complicated. We got a chance to try to play it during the week as the result of the course was a tournament on Friday, where we had to prove our understanding of the game. During the week there was on Wednesday organised dinner for all of us, which was nice as we got a chance to spend time with others as well. 
Spare time:
As we have arrived already on Friday, we got a chance to explore the city and its sites mostly on Saturday, where we saw the old parts of the city as is the Blue mosque and the Hagia Sophia mosque. The school provided us with papers proving we are students here in Istanbul for a week, these allowed us to have discounts to local sites, which we used gladly during the week to visit the cisterns and palaces. In the evenings we were mostly gathering with others, and we all enjoyed the time together mostly.
Overall Evaluation:
This week brought me a chance to discover a new city and see deeply how the life works there, and it gave a me chance to try studying in Istanbul for a week. The courses were very insightful, and I hope with others from the Bridge course we will get a chance to play another tournament. Lastly, I have gained many connections around Europe, and I hope the relations with others will continue. Overall, it was a great experience, and the scholarship made it very possible to enjoy with no worries. 
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