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ATHENS – Final Report
Month/Year: March 2025
Code and name of the course: UPM148, Fundamentals of Process Simulation in Chemical Engineering
Host University: Universidad Politécnica de Madrid
Course Language: English
Dates: 15. 3. 2025 – 22. 3. 2025
Student: Jakub Bodnár
e-mail: bodnarj@vscht.cz
Transport:
Means of transport (+ price): subway, bus, taxi (bolt or uber). Transport is excellent in Madrid compared with other cities. I bought a transport card for 2,5 euros than 10 rides cost me about 6 euros, but i was living near the city centre in La Latina so i didnt use public transport often and mostly walk ewerywhere.Taxi services were about 1 euro per kilometer + 2 euros for basic fare. 
Accommodation: 
I stayed in small airbnb apartment for four people in La Latina close to city centre. Considering its location, the price was reasonable.
Food:
I mainly bought food in supermarket DIA, very tasty and cheap pastry. Other food in supermarket was very similar in price and taste to the czech republic. I tried some fast foods (Five Guys and Taco Bell), I tried some local dishes as sandwiches, tortillas, churros and tapas. At the university I could buy some food in canteen for 7 or 8 euros, for this price I could get main course (some type of meat with fries), soup or salad, small desert or fruit and drink. Food in Madrid is litle bit more expensive than in Czechia.   
Sholarship – the amount you have received:

I get 9700 CZK.
Please state in percentage: The scholarship covered 40 % of my expenses.
Course schedule (how it was organised):

Everything was perfect. We were in school only for only 3 days (on Wednesday there was a national holiday, Father’s day, on Friday they had emergency sitiuation cause of floods so universtiy was closed). Time after school was also organised very well, people from BEST group did a good job, they were best guides. Comunication was smooth mainly through the WhatsApp group. 
Spare time:
Madrid is really amazing city. Spanish people really likes parties and they are very open minded towards people from other nationalities. I loved the tapas they serve with drinks for free in bars. Architecture is breathtaking many squares, churches and statues.
Overall Evaluation:
The ATHENS program si great for anyone who wants to exlore a new culture, country, city and mainly new people.  You can also see the diference in style of teaching in Spanish universities.  
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