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 ATHENS – Final Report
Month/Year: 3/2025
Code and name of the course: UPM148, Fundamentals of Process Simulation in Chemical Engineering 
Host University: Universidad Politécnica de Madrid
Course Language: English
Dates: 15.3.-22.3.2025
Student: Jan Pchálek

e-mail: pchalekj@vscht.cz
Transport:
Means of transport (+ price): 
Local transport: Local transportation was surprisingly good. A universal ticket cost us 12 euros and was valid for all metro, buses, and trains within the city. Both the metro and buses ran frequently and covered almost everywhere. The only issue was that announcements were mostly not made in English, and most signs were also not in English.
Accommodation:

We had arranged our accommodation in advance through Booking.com, but unfortunately, upon arrival, we were likely scammed. The host canceled our reservation on their end just an hour before check-in and then offered us another option, but privately, outside of Booking.com (which seemed suspicious). So, we found ourselves in Madrid without accommodation. Luckily, we managed to find another place (slightly more expensive) through Booking.com. In the end, the accommodation was fine.
Food:
The food was good, and in stores, prices were similar to those in our country, maybe even cheaper, and often tasted better. However, lunches and services, in general, were somewhat more expensive than at home. Fortunately, we had a school canteen where the lunch menu cost 8 euros. The menu was tasty and diverse.
Sholarship – the amount you have received: 
9,700 Czech crowns
Please state in percentage: The scholarship covered       66     % of my expenses.
Course schedule (how it was organised):

The course schedule was well organized, we had enough breaks, and we could always communicate. The big problem was that we received the Monday schedule only on Sunday night, despite having requested it several days in advance.
Spare time:
The mandatory afternoon and evening activities were good—city tours, some games, and local food. The problem was with their organization; most organizers arrived quite late and were not very prepared, so during the city tours, they sometimes didn’t know much about the landmarks themselves. Otherwise, the content of the activities was really good.

As for the free time that we organized ourselves, I either rested, went for a walk in nature alone, or we went as a group to explore some landmarks.
Overall Evaluation:
Overall, I would rate the course around 8 out of 10. The course itself unexpectedly taught me a lot and was quite intensive (in a good way). The leisure activities were also great. Madrid is a nice city, though nothing particularly special. I really enjoyed getting to know the local culture and meeting international students.

The main downside was the somewhat chaotic local organization.

Overall, I would recommend the course.
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