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ATHENS – Final Report
Month/Year: March 2025
Code and name of the course: UPM148: Fundamentals of Process Simulation in Chemical Engineering
Host University: Universidad Politécnica de Madrid
Course Language: English
Dates: 14.03.2025 – 22.03.2025
Student: Ondřej Vaněček
e-mail: vanecekn@vscht.cz
Transport:
I got a transport multi-card that itself cost around 4 euros, and I topped it up with a 10-trip ticket for 6 euros. It was just enough for the week since our accommodation was within walking distance of the school, most activities, shops, etc. The card is usable for the metro and buses in Madrid's city centre. Sometimes, my friends and I used Bolt to get around, which was reasonably priced.
Accommodation:

My friends from UCT and I got an Airbnb flat in the La Latina district, which was about a 15-minute walk from our school and had plenty of shops, cozy bars, restaurants, fast food places, and a farmers' market nearby. Many sightseeing attractions were also quite close, around a 20-minute walk away.

Food:

The food in supermarkets (one of the larger chains is called Dia) is priced similarly to Czechia. Some items, like eggs and meat, are more expensive, while others, such as pastries, vegetables, and fruits, are more affordable. Restaurants and fast-food places are a bit more expensive—around 10–20 euros, depending on how hungry you are. :) If you enjoy spending the evening at a bar drinking sangria or beer, you don’t even need to dine, as you usually get some tapas for free with your drinks or can buy them at reasonable prices.

Sholarship – the amount you have received: 9700 CZK (circa 390 EUR)
Please state in percentage: The scholarship covered 40 % of my expenses.
Course schedule (how it was organised):

The schedule was more or less followed - a couple of times the time or place of the meeting was changed due to bad weather, but this information was always provided well in advance - all communication was done through the WhatsApp group. As for the activities that were organized by Best, they were getting-to-know-you activities during Saturday, and on Sunday we had a walk around the city (we passed most of the important tourist spots). Other activities included eating churros, a night walk and a farewell party. After most of the activities we went to the bar en masse :). The school schedule was followed - on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday we had school from 8am to 4pm with a break for lunch. Wednesday was a holiday day off and on Friday school was closed due to bad weather and flood risk. The evaluation test was then sent to us to take online, with 14 days to submit it.
Spare time:
I spent most of the free time at the bar or club with friends or walking around the city and finding some cool spots, food etc. 
Overall Evaluation:
Overall, I evaluate the course positively both from a knowledge point of view, when the course really taught me how to use process simulators, and from a cultural point of view, when I met a lot of new and interesting people. Of course, you get the most cultural experience with a bit of sangria, so I recommend not skipping the optional activities in the form of bars, where you learn the most anyway.
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