[image: image1.png]VYSOKA SKOLA ]
CHEMICKO-TECHNOLOGICKA 'V PRAZE
Zahranic¢ni oddéleni





ATHENS – Final Report
Month/Year: March/2025
Code and name of the course: UPM174 – Preparation and characterization of building materials with sustainability criteria
Host University: Universidad Politécnica de Madrid
Course Language: English
Dates: 15th – 22nd March
Student: Julie Červená
e-mail: cervenau@vscht.cz
Transport:
Means of transport (+ price): 

Bus from Prague to Vienna 594 CZK, flight from Vienna to Madrid including cabin baggage 1820 CZK. Flight from Madrid to Prague 2770 CZK.
Local transport:

Youth 30-day public transport card 12 EUR
Accommodation:

Shared Airbnb flat with two other students 5041 CZK

Food:

Sometimes we had lunch at the school cafeteria but, most of the time we ate at fast-food restaurants or local establishments. I spent approximately 500 CZK per day on food.
Scholarship – the amount you have received:

9700 CZK
Please state in percentage: The scholarship covered    60    % of my expenses.
Course schedule (how it was organised):
The organisation of the course was overall very good. We got our timetable in advance, so we knew what to expect each day. The first two days we worked in a lab at ETSEM where we prepared our gypsum samples and studied their physical properties. On Wednesday we went on an excursion to a plasterboard factory Pladur. On Thursday we performed some chemical tests on gypsum samples at ETSIDI. More analysis was scheduled for Friday but due to rains the whole UPM was closed so we could only discuss theoretical results through online lesson.
Spare time:
After school I usually had a lot of spare time to explore the city, so I went sightseeing or visited some museums which were usually free for students. We also got to visit Toledo in our spare time. On most days there were also activities prepared for us by BEST that were focused on connecting with other students and getting to know Madrid and its culture. Since those activities usually ended in the evening, the people from BEST recommended or even took us to dinner places afterwards. The EDA activities were also very well organized.
Overall Evaluation:
I really enjoyed my ATHENS week in Madrid. It was great a opportunity to meet new people and to get a glimpse into different field of study than what I´m used to. It was great that majority of the course focused on practical work in a laboratory. Everyone at the host university was kind and helpful.
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