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ATHENS – Final Report
Month/Year: November/2024
Code and name of the course: CPT3, Drug design strategies
Host University: Chimie Paris Tech (PSL)
Course Language: English
Dates: 16.11.-23.11.2024
Student: Veronika Průchová
e-mail: pruchovr@vscht.cz
Transport:
Means of transport (+ price): Plane; Prague to Paris Orly Airport  and back from CDG Paris to Prague (4000 CZK)
Local transport: 1000 CZK (Navigo Travel Card for zones 1-5). I recommend bringing a passport photo for your Navigo card.
Accommodation: Airbnb in the Montparnasse district (two stops from Luxembourg station, where the university is located) shared with classmate. (8200 CZK per person)
Food: I bought food in the bakery (Boulangerie), or we cooked small meals at our accommodation, or sometimes we went to restaurants. 
Sholarship – the amount you have received: 8900 CZK
Please state in percentage: The scholarship covered      53      % of my expenses.
Course schedule (how it was organised): 
The first event of the ATHENS programme was a welcome meeting on Saturday at 14:00 (duration 2 hours) for all participants who spent a week in Paris. However, the organization of this meeting was a bit chaotic - the space was small, and not everyone was able to get a group photo. On Sunday we had a choice of several tours around the city. I chose Montmartre, and the price for participants was reduced to 12€. Our group had a great guide and the tour was very enjoyable. The lectures themselves ran from Monday to Friday. They started at 9:00am each day and usually ended around 4:00-5:00pm. A few lectures were cancelled due to the absence of speakers, but thanks to the excellent location of the program there was always something to do - for example, we could visit the Pantheon or the Marie Curie Museum. We received the programme of lectures about a week in advance and on the first day we were informed about which lectures were not taking place. The lectures were given by professors from Paris universities and industry experts, especially from Sanofi. The main topic was new trends in drug development, especially biologics, while only one lecture focused on small molecules. One of the lectures was entirely in French but was not compulsory for international students. We had a long lunch break each day (1.5-2 hours), which provided ample time to rest or explore the surrounding area. The organization of the program was generally good, although finding the right classroom was a challenge at times. On Friday afternoon we took a final test (lasting 1.5 hours), which included questions from each presentation. I recommend reviewing the slides before the test, which were always made available to us after each lecture.
Spare time: I spent my free time visiting galleries and museums such as Centre Pompidou, Musée d'Orsay, Louvre and Musée de l'Orangerie. All of these museums offer free admission for EU residents under the age of 25 or 26. I also visited the Pantheon, which is located about 5 minutes from the university. In addition, I enjoyed the atmosphere of the local cafes and bars during social events.
Overall Evaluation:
The overall experience was very positive and I would highly recommend it to other students.
!!Obligatory Enclosure: A4 POSTER (preferably with photos*)
* I agree with publishing photos used in Poster enclosure at the UCT website or for school promoting purposes.

