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ATHENS – Final Report
Month/Year: 11/2024
Code and name of the course: ITU13 Biotechnology
Host University: Istanbul Technical University
Course Language: english
Dates: 16. – 23.11.2024
Student: Kateřina Pavličíková
e-mail: pavlicik@vscht.cz
Transport:
Means of transport (+ price): 
There: a ticket from Bratislava 887 CZK and a trip from Prague to Bratislava 256 CZK

Return: a ticket to Vienna 2104 CZK and a trip from Vienna to Prague 439 CZK

Total: 3686 CZK

Local transport: Total: 873CZK
Accommodation: Private accommodation via Booking.com (apartment for 2 people for 7 nights) 3422 CZK/person
Food: 790 CZK
Sholarship – the amount you have received: 10 600 Kč
Please state in percentage: The scholarship covered 100 % of my expenses.
Course schedule (how it was organised):
Before arriving, they set up a Whatsapp group - for the whole of Athens in Istanbul and for individual courses, where they sent us one document with information about when the course starts, when it ends and recommended accommodation - hostel or find your own near Taksim. 

The course started on Saturday with a dinner together at 19:00. There was a fee of 40 euros for the dinner for the common activities. The next day was a common breakfast for which we were to be divided into 2 groups. We got the split with the breakfast time before midnight on Saturday (very late). Sunday after breakfast was a boat trip to nearby islands. All we were told was what time and where the boat was leaving and that we had to charge our ticket for public transportation. After arriving on the island we waited about 15 min for some organization. Then they started to say something, but as there were a lot of us (about 200), most of us didn't hear anything and didn't know what was going on. Then we found out that they were handing out tickets for permission to enter the university. The actual handing out was one big mess - each of the organizers took a part of the alphabet, but no one was able to tell me who had my letter, and they were handing it out by first name and not last name. After the handout we split into groups and waited another 30 min for the next organization. Each group was given a paper with questions and a map to find the answers. The game was for a maximum of 6 players, but there were about 20 people in the group so the others just went and had fun. We didn't get back until after 7pm. This was more or less the end of the joint organization and from Monday we divided into courses.

Our course had almost no information on how it would work. We were only given the information that we would start at 9:00 on Monday in a specific classroom. We ended up having classes from approximately 9:00-12:00 - we went through one presentation each day and finished. The final test was on Friday morning and that was the end of the course.

Spare time:
Since our course ended very early (compared to others who finished at 5:00 pm), we had a lot of free time. Except for Saturday and Sunday, we organized our free time ourselves. Mostly we walked around the main sites of Istanbul - we found out that some of the sights had student entry, even though it was not written anywhere (Topkapi Palace 190 liras, Basilica Cisterna 150 liras, Dolmabahçe Palace 190 liras). Sometimes the ISIC was enough and sometimes a confirmation was needed to enter Istanbul University.

Overall Evaluation:
I enjoyed the course and met many new people. Everybody was very friendly and you fit in quickly. 

Unfortunately, the organization was very poor and I don't understand what we paid 40 euros for (only for breakfast and dinner?). The course itself was rather below average. I had no expectations from the course and as I am studying a similar subject I was fairly up to date. But for people who wanted to learn something new, it must have been terrible - concepts that weren't explained and complex topics that they tried to explain simply, but were more like random extracts from the topic than understandable text.
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